alemount isettical. f we
Vwereeraid to write, wijust

leae it at that and let the pic
tures tell the tale because@tae best
way to describe smmobiling in
Valemount, BC. .

And to be honest,encaewven
claim cedit for thinking that exellent
one-liner upThat came &m our
guideTony Rarisi, who said those gler
words eally illustrate whafalemount
is all about.

We follaved Rrisi aound for two
days and sooealizd that wagbnear
long enough to fully apguiate he
much snermobiling thee is.We baely
scratched the $ace but w did our
best to ride all evcould while ther
And we can grify that Rrisi is dead on
with his ®alemount iseticald
description.
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Sating the ohious, the village of
Valemount is susunded g moun
tains.There ae the Monashee and
Rocky Mountains to the east and the
Cariboos to the @st of tavn.
Yellovhead Hghway 5 snakes tlugh
the \alley separating the dhashees

once puCE abwe the tee line, the rid
ing is wide open and astical as gu
want (or can handle).kay maybe it
might take awhile to get to the alpine,
depending on whatute yu take. @
our first day out, &isi took us the
Oback wéyto the alpin&Ve paked

and Pockies (east side of the highwaybetween the Clemina and Allane€k

from the Cariboos @sgt).We did all
our riding in the Cariboo duntains

paking aeas and, after a shiade on
a backcounyrroad, shot up to the

but were still able to do a visual inspe@lpine Well, not shot upbut moe like

tion of the Mbnashees anaékies.
The riding thee looked ey bit as
good as whatewere experiencing in
the CariboosThat® some riding for
another day

GetTher eFast

Just about anywhenrou pick to
ride, it doedbtake long to getdm
the sub alpine to the alpine, véher

pounded on a mountainside untd w
were able to getver the toplt was

(abore) Monashee dlintains at sunset.
Do you eer get tied of looking at the
mountains?

(right) Smetimesop just hae to est
from all the boondocking and ridge
running.
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VALEM OUNT , B.C.

Elevation 2,500-8,200 feet
Snowfall 426 centimetres
Kilometres of GoomedTrails 60
Full Servicelown Valemount

Nearest Airport Prince George (297 km); Kamloops
(326 km)

Getting Started Started Mllage of Valemount (250)
566-4435 or www .valemount.org

Getting There Valemount is located on ‘¢llowhead
Highway 5 about midway between Kamloops and
Prince George. ¥lemount is about 120 km west of
JasperAB.

Getting Around Alpine Country Rentals (250-566-9774
or www .alpinecountryentals.com), owned by world
famous snowmobile Po hiliclimber Vincent Clark, ents
Ski-Doo snowmobiles. Clark&hop also ofers repairs
and parts. Dny Parisi, wwwsnhowfarmers.com, is an
experienced backcountry guide and knows the @a like
the back of his hand. Clark and Parisi work together to
make the most of your sledding experience.

Bedding DownThele are plenty of accommodation
options in Valemount in a variety of prices. A complete
list is available on wwwvalemount.org. We stayed at
Cougar Mountain Lodge B&B, (250) 566-9119 or
www .cougarmountainlodge.com, located just north of
the village off Yellowhead Highway 5. Owner Sue
Marko goes above and beyond to make sur her guests
are comfortable. The prices a extremely reasonable
and include a hot breakfast. Thee is a hot tub behind
the B&B, with awesome views of the mountains. The
lodge was completely ebuilt over the summer and is
even bigger and better than when we stayed theg last
winter.

Eating OutTher is a surprising number and variety of
restaurants for a village the size of emount. We had
supper one evening at the Loose Moose
Neighbourhood Pub, (250) 566-2337, and the food
was plentiful and excellent. The Loose Moose is owned
by Charles Kosmadia and he pays gat attention to
detail in his eating establishment. TheéFracana Ranch
Resort, (866) 968-4304, is another excellent dining
(and lodging) option.
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tree unning and boondocking at its  sledders @st fom the highway into  what they like best to ridéybu like
bestThe snav was exéimely deep in  the Cariboos.iRally thee is the to ride the backcountrValemount

the sub alpine and first-rate onee w Chappell or Medge Ceek trail, 45 wordisappoint.

got out of the &es to the alpin€he km south of the village on thestyside  The Allan @eek trail is usually the
ara hadeceied 30 cm of smothe of the highway first to open each season and gains sub
weekend beferour ride, which was While each aa offers its unique  stantial elation fom the paing aea

like frosting on the cake.av, did ve  featues and types of ridingyuycan to the chalet at the end of the trail in
gorge oursedg We got to the alpine  just about count on steep mountains

just in time to see a stunning sunset (Valemount isettical), bavls, mead  (previous pagespksepeer junkies

and the golden tops of theoiashees ows and other open plagas andari  who ride the Wan Greek aga head to

and RPockies. ous water wayfm steams to lakes. the Siper Bawl, an aea that challenges
Three of the main access points to . metal and mettle.

the mountains erlocated on both ~ Shor t T rails

sides of th¥ellovhead Hghway All The length of gromed trails leading(abae) No one seems to davname

three hae paking aeas and gomed  to the alpine &m each of those #&  for this unique gap in theddashee
trails that lead to the alpine. Closest taras aries fom Allan CGeel® 12 km  Mountains south dalemount, but it
the village is Clemina€gk, 34 km to Chappell @el® 22 km to Clemina looks kind of cool, especially as the sun
south ofValemount on the east side ofCreel® 35 km. Each of the #e leads begins to set.
the highwaywhich takes sledders up to the alpine and then stophere ae
into the Monashees. no loops or trails leading off in differ (right) OQur guideTony Rrisi shoed

Allan Geek (whex ve staged our  ent diections. @ce yu reach the end us the back way up to the alpine and
ride fom the second day), is next (35o0f the trail, puGe petty much ongur we made it in time to get a gorgeous
km south oiValemount) and takes own. Sedders can fan out and find  view at sunset with the moon rising.
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(aboe) This chalet is at the end of the
Allan Oreek trail up in the alpinet |
makes for a gat base camp for a day
of riding.

(right) Climb, climb and then climb
some mer

the alpineThe chalet offers qtection
from the elements and/or a good place
to stop for lunchTher®also a shelter
on the Clemina f@ek trail.
The Valemount Aga Rceation
Dewlopment AssociatiodARDA) is
responsible for trailggming in the
Valemount aa.VARDA, a not-for-
profit agencyis also waing had to
make s all winter visitors haa
good experience in the backcountr
whether they be skiers orngmmbit
ers. e of its charges is to helpediev
op a local &tainable &ouce
Managementl&n, which addrsses
land use plans aslivas economic
oppotunities.VARDA actiely po-
motes snemobiling in thevalemount
ara and has itsva website wwwale
mountieceation.com. & Maiko,
VARDA excutie diector told us that
extensig wok is being done on the  of the Allan @eek aza called the 15, depending on the condition of the
alpine cabins to upgrade them and  ggjs. trail that day
make them mercomfotable. VARDA Marko also explained tHéARDA

is continuing to wéron expanding s the entity that collects a small fee aRidg e R unning,
snavmobile oppdunities in the each trailhead to helpvreogooming  Dr 0opping
Valemount &a, including a spot southygstsThese user passes from $10- Now, back to the riding. bunt
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The trails invalemount a& shdrand ae like an xpressway to the alpine.

Milton is a popular destination when let the photos tell the tale.

riding the Allan @ek aga because of  When ypuC¥ riding an a&a like

the hillclimbing and wes yu can get Valemount, whermountains arking,

from the ridges. @e in the alpine the normal pEcautions and common

past the Allan @ek chalet, evclimbed sense should berfit and cen&. Wear

a ridge, drpped offheaded to the awalanche geatheck the alanche

next ridge and did the same. forecast and be awasf whez youOre
Depending on whenou ae, you riding because in someas, gu pass

can hit the sub alpine for some seriowmalanche chutesayattentionWhile

tree unning and then head back up tove would®claim families wdenjo/

the alpine for merridge dvpping and the riding asundValemount, it should

hillclimbing.You can head as far backbe understood that the terrain is

(west) asqu hae (and can catrgas. rugged and ideally suited for exper
We headed wad the &per Bavl, ridersWe alsoecommend using a

another popular destination in the  guide on gur first fev trips to

Allan Geek aga, but near quite made ValemountNthey knw the aea (espe

it because evplagd a little too much  cially the play eas) and@ big

along the way and had to turn back enough that it woul®be had to get

befoe getting ther. The Siper Bovl is  lost.

the place serious hillclimbers go to see Although, if yu did get lost and

just hav much horsepeer their pony  you had some extra gas, maybe a little

has. food, Valemount would be the place
As ve found out firsthandpwy whee you would®mind too bad if

would hae a hat time unning out of seath and escue took a little while to

places to explerride and track up find you.

The scengris amazing and the riding  Just that much merriding.#

is stellarAgain, w would just as soon
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