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Valemount is vertical. If we
werenÕt paid to write, weÕd just
leave it at that and let the pic-

tures tell the tale because thatÕs the best
way to describe snowmobiling in
Valemount, BC.

And to be honest, we canÕt even
claim credit for thinking that excellent
one-liner up. That came from our
guide Tony Parisi, who said those three
words really illustrate what Valemount
is all about.

We followed Parisi around for two
days and soon realized that wasnÕt near
long enough to fully appreciate how
much snowmobiling there is. We barely
scratched the surface but we did our
best to ride all we could while there.
And we can verify that Parisi is dead on
with his ÒValemount is verticalÓ
description.

Stating the obvious, the village of
Valemount is surrounded by moun-
tains. There are the Monashee and
Rocky Mountains to the east and the
Cariboos to the west of town.
Yellowhead Highway 5 snakes through
the valley, separating the Monashees
and Rockies (east side of the highway)
from the Cariboos (west). We did all
our riding in the Cariboo Mountains
but were still able to do a visual inspec-
tion of the Monashees and Rockies.
The riding there looked every bit as
good as what we were experiencing in
the Cariboos. ThatÕs some riding for
another day.

Ge t Ther e F as t
Just about anywhere you pick to

ride, it doesnÕt take long to get from
the sub alpine to the alpine, where,

(above) Monashee Mountains at sunset.
Do you ever get tired of looking at the
mountains?

(right) Sometimes you just have to rest
from all the boondocking and ridge
running.

once youÕre above the tree line, the rid-
ing is wide open and as vertical as you
want (or can handle). Okay, maybe it
might take awhile to get to the alpine,
depending on what route you take. On
our first day out, Parisi took us the
Òback wayÓ to the alpine. We parked
between the Clemina and Allan Creek
parking areas and, after a short ride on
a backcountry road, shot up to the
alpine. Well, not shot up, but more like
pounded on a mountainside until we
were able to get over the top. It was
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VALEM OUNT , B.C.
Elevation2,500-8,200 feet

Snowfall 426 centimetres

Kilometres of Groomed Trails 60

Full Service Town Valemount

Nearest Airport Prince George (297 km); Kamloops
(326 km)

Getting StartedStarted Village of Valemount  (250)
566-4435 or www.valemount.org

Getting There Valemount is located on Yellowhead
Highway 5 about midway between Kamloops and
Prince George. Valemount is about 120 km west of
Jasper, AB.

Getting Around Alpine Country Rentals (250-566-9774
or www.alpinecountryrentals.com), owned by world
famous snowmobile Pro hillclimber Vincent Clark, rents
Ski-Doo snowmobiles. ClarkÕs shop also offers repairs
and parts. Tony Parisi, www.snowfarmers.com, is an
experienced backcountry guide and knows the area like
the back of his hand. Clark and Parisi work together to
make the most of your sledding experience.

Bedding DownThere are plenty of accommodation
options in Valemount in a variety of prices. A complete
list is available on www.valemount.org. We stayed at
Cougar Mountain Lodge B&B, (250) 566-9119 or
www.cougarmountainlodge.com, located just north of
the village off Yellowhead Highway 5. Owner Sue
Marko goes above and beyond to make sure her guests
are comfortable. The prices are extremely reasonable
and include a hot breakfast. There is a hot tub behind
the B&B, with awesome views of the mountains. The
lodge was completely rebuilt over the summer and is
even bigger and better than when we stayed there last
winter.

Eating OutThere is a surprising number and variety of
restaurants for a village the size of Valemount. We had
supper one evening at the Loose Moose
Neighbourhood Pub, (250) 566-2337, and the food
was plentiful and excellent. The Loose Moose is owned
by Charles Kosmadia and he pays great attention to
detail in his eating establishment. The Terracana Ranch
Resort, (866) 968-4304, is another excellent dining
(and lodging) option.
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tree running and boondocking at its
best. The snow was extremely deep in
the sub alpine and first-rate once we
got out of the trees to the alpine. The
area had received 30 cm of snow the
weekend before our ride, which was
like frosting on the cake. Man, did we
gorge ourselves. We got to the alpine
just in time to see a stunning sunset
and the golden tops of the Monashees
and Rockies.

Three of the main access points to
the mountains are located on both
sides of the Yellowhead Highway. All
three have parking areas and groomed
trails that lead to the alpine. Closest to
the village is Clemina Creek, 34 km
south of Valemount on the east side of
the highway, which takes sledders up
into the Monashees.

Allan Creek (where we staged our
ride from the second day), is next (35
km south of Valemount) and takes

sledders west from the highway into
the Cariboos. Finally, there is the
Chappell or Miledge Creek trail, 45
km south of the village on the west side
of the highway.

While each area offers its unique
features and types of riding, you can
just about count on steep mountains
(Valemount is vertical), bowls, mead-
ows and other open play areas and vari-
ous water ways from streams to lakes.

Shor t T rails
The length of groomed trails leading

to the alpine from each of those three
areas varies from Allan CreekÕs 12 km
to Chappell CreekÕs 22 km to Clemina
CreekÕs 35 km. Each of the three leads
to the alpine and then stops. There are
no loops or trails leading off in differ-
ent directions. Once you reach the end
of the trail, youÕre pretty much on your
own. Sledders can fan out and find

what they like best to ride. If you like
to ride the backcountry, Valemount
wonÕt disappoint.

The Allan Creek trail is usually the
first to open each season and gains sub-
stantial elevation from the parking area
to the chalet at the end of the trail in

(previous pages) Horsepower junkies
who ride the Allan Creek area head to
the Super Bowl, an area that challenges
metal and mettle.

(above) No one seems to have a name
for this unique gap in the Monashee
Mountains south of Valemount, but it
looks kind of cool, especially as the sun
begins to set. 

(right) Our guide Tony Parisi showed
us the back way up to the alpine and
we made it in time to get a gorgeous
view at sunset with the moon rising.
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the alpine. The chalet offers protection
from the elements and/or a good place
to stop for lunch. ThereÕs also a shelter
on the Clemina Creek trail.

The Valemount Area Recreation
Development Association (VARDA) is
responsible for trail grooming in the
Valemount area. VARDA, a not-for-
profit agency, is also working hard to
make sure all winter visitors have a
good experience in the backcountry
whether they be skiers or snowmobil-
ers. One of its charges is to help devel-
op a local Sustainable Resource
Management Plan, which addresses
land use plans as well as economic
opportunities. VARDA actively pro-
motes snowmobiling in the Valemount
area and has its own website www.vale-
mountrecreation.com. Sue Marko,
VARDA executive director, told us that
extensive work is being done on the
alpine cabins to upgrade them and
make them more comfortable. VARDA
is continuing to work on expanding
snowmobile opportunities in the
Valemount area, including a spot south

of the Allan Creek area called the
Oasis.

Marko also explained that VARDA
is the entity that collects a small fee at
each trailhead to help cover grooming
costs. These user passes run from $10-

15, depending on the condition of the
trail that day.

Ridg e R unning,
Dr opping

Now, back to the riding. Mount

(above) This chalet is at the end of the
Allan Creek trail up in the alpine. It
makes for a great base camp for a day
of riding.

(right) Climb, climb and then climb
some more.
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Milton is a popular destination when
riding the Allan Creek area because of
the hillclimbing and views you can get
from the ridges. Once in the alpine
past the Allan Creek chalet, we climbed
a ridge, dropped off, headed to the
next ridge and did the same.

Depending on where you are, you
can hit the sub alpine for some serious
tree running and then head back up to
the alpine for more ridge dropping and
hillclimbing. You can head as far back
(west) as you have (and can carry) gas.

We headed toward the Super Bowl,
another popular destination in the
Allan Creek area, but never quite made
it because we played a little too much
along the way and had to turn back
before getting there. The Super Bowl is
the place serious hillclimbers go to see
just how much horsepower their pony
has.

As we found out firsthand, you
would have a hard time running out of
places to explore, ride and track up.
The scenery is amazing and the riding
is stellar. Again, we would just as soon

let the photos tell the tale.
When youÕre riding an area like

Valemount, where mountains are king,
the normal precautions and common
sense should be front and centre. Wear
avalanche gear, check the avalanche
forecast and be aware of where youÕre
riding because in some areas, you pass
avalanche chutes. Pay attention. While
we wouldnÕt claim families wonÕt enjoy
the riding around Valemount, it should
be understood that the terrain is
rugged and ideally suited for expert
riders. We also recommend using a
guide on your first few trips to
ValemountÑthey know the area (espe-
cially the play areas) and itÕs big
enough that it wouldnÕt be hard to get
lost.

Although, if you did get lost and
you had some extra gas, maybe a little
food, Valemount would be the place
where you wouldnÕt mind too bad if
search and rescue took a little while to
find you.

Just that much more riding.

The trails in Valemount are short and are like an expressway to the alpine.


